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IN MEMORIAM

This conference is dedicated to the memory of children killed in contemporary wars.
It recalls the more than 20,000 children who have died in the Gaza Strip since 7
October 2023 and the 38 children killed in Israel during the terrorist attacks of that

same day.

It also remembers children whose lives have been taken or shattered by violence in
Iran, Lebanon, Ukraine, Syria, Yemen, Sudan, the Sahel, Somalia, and Myanmar, as
well as those who died while attempting to cross the Mediterranean in search of

safety from war, drought, and poverty.

According to UNICEF, approximately 473 million children today — one in six
worldwide — live in areas affected by armed conflict. For them, there was no

democracy, and there will be no education.
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Antonella Verduci (Universita degli studi di Bergamo, Italy) - Marta Pantalone (Universita degli studi di Bergamo, Italy) - Annalisa Cristini (Universita
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Alfonsina Mastrolia (Department of Communication and Social Research, “La Sapienza” University of Rome) - Viviana Capozza (National Institute
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Barbara Mazza (sapienza, Italy)
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(sciences citoyennes) - Catherine Bates (Technological University Dublin) - Zoryana Pshyk (Technological University Dublin) - Etienne Toffin
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Shaping the Role of Artificial Intelligence in Higher Education: Policy Directions in Italy and Norway

Catherine Edelhard Temte (University of Agder, Norway) - Silvia Zanazzi (Universita di Ferrara, Italy)
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Predictive Governance in Higher Education: Early Intervention, Critical Taxonomy, and the Tension between Institutional Care and
Neoliberal Rationality
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University Presses at the Crossroads: Open Access, Neoliberal Governance and the Future of Academic Freedom
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generated during participant observation. This approach allows us to understand transitions not as discrete events, but as
dynamic, co-constructed processes embedded in everyday practices, institutional expectations, and ideological land-
scapes which, alongside the family’s own linguistic practices and choices regarding children’s education, “form the
mechanisms [...] through which social inequalities are reproduced” (Curdt-Christiansen et al., 2023). The study examines
how language becomes salient in these moments, how families mobilize their funds of knowledge, and how institutional
discourses frame parental involvement and appropriateness. The presentation will also exemplify on how families navig-
ate the school system and, at the same time, grapple with intersecting processes of marginalization such as gender-based

violence and housing precarity.

Carla, A. (2022). Securitizing borders: The case of South Tyrol. Nationalities Papers, 50(1), 166—184. https://doi.org/10.1017/nps.2021.14

Curdt-Christiansen, X., Wei, L., & Hua, Z. (2023). Pride, prejudice and pragmatism: Family language policies in the UK. Language Policy, 22, 391-41. https://
doi.org/10.1007/s10993-023-09669-0

Dick, H., and Arnold, L. (2017). Multisited ethnography and language in the study of migration. In S. Canagarajah (ed.) The Routledge Handbook of Migration and
Language (pp 397-412). Routledge.

Gal, S., & Irvine, J. T. (2019). Signs of difference. Language and Ideology in Social Life. Cambridge University Press.

Huf, C. (2013). Children's agency during transition to formal schooling. Ethnography and Education, 8(1), 61-76. https://doi.org/
10.1080/17457823.2013.766434

Jose, K., Banks, S., Hansen, E., et al. (2022). Parental perspectives on children’s school readiness: An ethnographic study. Early Childhood Education Journal,
50(1), 21-31.

Liberto, V. (2025, December 10). Test linguistici all’asilo, wieso? SALTO. Retrieved from https://salto.bz/de/article/10122025/test-linguistici-allasilowieso?
fbelid=IwY2xjawOmqJZleHRUA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZA80MDk5NjI2MjM
wODU2MDKAAR70drdCclQ9vqqBdIDOWI_HjtRz1SQ3nLOu1VUiErdtsfgPDOCuSrI95Bn8Q_aem_NzlyvY-LDbBZ_pVMTcesdw (Last accessed 12/11/2025)

Marcus, G. (1995). Ethnography in/of the world system. Annual Review of Anthropology, 24, 95-117. doi:10.1146/annurev.an.24.100195.000523

Province of Bolzano/Bozen. (1972). Second Statute of Autonomy for Trentino Alto Adige/Sudtirol (Presidential Decree No. 670, 31 August 1972). https://
autonomia.provincia.bz.it/it/lo-statuto-di-autonomia

Rocha, L. F., & Costa, D. A. (2021). Migration in the Context of a Multination State: Language Policies, Division and Intolerance in South Tyrol. Gragoatd, 26(54),
326-354. https://doi.org/10.22409/gragoata.v26i54.46918

Turunen, T. (2014). Experienced and recalled transition: Starting school as part of life history. In B. Perry, S. Dockett, & A. Petriwskyj (Eds.), Transitions to school
- international research, policy and practice (pp. 145-156). Springer

Wisthaler, V., Prackwieser, J., & Réggla, M. (2022). South Tyrol: From conflict to consociationalism. In S. Keil & A. McCulloch (Eds.), Power Sharing in Europe:
Past Practice, Present Cases, and Future Directions (pp. 285-296). Routledge.

THE ENCOUNTER BETWEEN SCHOOLS AND MOTHERS WITH DISABILITIES: ADDRESSING HIDDEN
INEQUALITIES AND RETHINKING SCHOOL-FAMILY PARTNERSHIPS

Barbara Alesi (Univeristy of Macerata, Italy)

School-family relationship Mothers with Disabilities Discriminations

The transformative process towards inclusion and democracy that has reshaped school systems supports the pedagogical
vision of the learning community, which is called upon to foster student development through the principle of shared
educational responsibility (Conzemius & O’Neill, 2001). Within this perspective, schools are invited to adopt a democratic
approach that extends their focus beyond the individual to include the family ecosystem enhancing collaboration among
schools and families and strengthening the connection between these two social systems (Faure, 1972; Sanders & Ep-
stein, 2005; Pavone, 2014; Di Michele, 2023). Scientific literature has extensively explored the positive effects of this
partnership (Christenson, 2004; Pirchio et al., 2016) while also highlighting the persistence of marginalization processes
affecting families whose characteristics do not correspond to standardized models (Lohmann, Hathcote & Hogan, 2018).
Within this context, academic research has begun to investigate the challenges faced by parents with disabilities in
participating in their children’s education (Robinson, Hickson & Strike, 2001; Stalker et al., 2011). From the perspective of
the Intersectionality Approach (Crenshaw, 1989) and Feminist Disabilities Studies (Wendell, 1989; Garland-Thomson,
2005) this contribution seeks to give voice to the experiences of school-based discrimination faced by families with these
atypical structures, framing them as issues of social justice in education (Ayers, Quinn & Stovall, 2009). Specifically, it
reflects on the interaction between mothers with disabilities and educational institutions, as well as the impact that such
interactions may have on their children. The contribution presents the qualitative findings of a doctoral research project
based on a mixed-methods design (Creswell & Plano Clark, 2018) which included 30 semi-structured interviews with

mothers with disabilities. Themes emerged from the Reflexive Thematic Analysis (Braun & Clarke, 2021) revealed barriers
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to mothers’ participation in school life that are not attributable to their impairments, but rather to institutional and cultural
configurations that fail to recognize this form of parenting. Obstacles to accessing school spaces and communicating with
teachers and other parents emerged, along with prejudices that undermine the recognition of mothers’ parental roles and
capabilities. These dynamics contribute to indirect discrimination against their children, who are often victims of bullying
or exclusion, subjected to higher levels of teachers control, and involved in processes of adultification that position them
as mediators in communication between school and family. At the same time the narratives reveal significant self-
advocacy practices enacted by mothers with disabilities that redefine their role in school-family partnerships and
strengthening more equitable forms of participation. For an increasingly democratic school system, supporting the parti-
cipation of mothers with disabilities is not a marginal concern but a critical test in preventing the translation of social
inequalities into educational inequalities, and in pursuing new inclusive horizons grounded in an ecological perspective
(Bronfenbrenner, 1979). Future research could explore children’s perspectives in greater depth and develop institutional
guidelines for inclusive partnerships between schools and families that value the educational role of mothers with
disabilities. With their collaboration virtuous alliances could be promoted that address invisible vulnerabilities and

challenge discriminatory norms and exclusionary practices affecting both students and their parents.

- Ayers, W., Quinn, T., & Stovall, D. (2009) (eds). Handbook of Social Justice in Education. New York and London: Routledge.

- Braun, V. & Clarke, V. (2021). Thematic analysis: A practical guide. Sage publications.

- Bronfenbrenner U. (1979): The Ecology of Human Development: Experiments by Nature and Design. Harvard University Press

- Christenson, S. L. (2004). The Family-School Partnership: An Opportunity to Promote the Learning Competence of All Students. School Psychology Review,
33(1), 83-104.

- Conzemius, A. & O’Neill, J. (2001). Building Shared Responsibility for Student Learning. USA: Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development

- Crenshaw K. (1989). Demarginalizing the intersection of race and sex: a black feminist critique of antidiscrimination doctrine, feminist theory, and anti-racial
politics. University of Chicago Legal Forum, 140: 139-167.

- Creswell, J. & Plano Clark, V. (2018). Designing and Conducting Mixed Methods Research. (Third ed.). SAGE Publications.

- Di Michele, F. (2023). L'alleanza scuola—famiglia come buona prassi per una comunita educante democratica e solidale. Il Nodo. Per una pedagogia della
persona, 27(53): 233-242

- Faure, P. (1972). Learning to be. The world of education today and tomorrow. Paris: UNESCO

- Garland-Thomson, R. (2005). Feminist Disability Studies. Signs 30 (2): 1557-1587.

- Lohmann, M. J.,, Hathcote, A. R., & Hogan, K. A. (2018). Adressing the Barriers to Family-School - Collaboration: A Brief Review of the Literature and
Recommendations. International Journal of Early Childhood Special Education, 10(1), 26-32.

- Pavone, M. (2014). L'inclusione educativa. Indicazioni pedagogiche per la disabilita. Milano: Mondadori

- Pirchio S., Tritrini C., Passiatore Y., Taeschner T. (2013): The Role of the Relationship between Parents and Educators for Child Behaviour and Wellbeing.
International Journal about Parents in Education, 7:145-155

- Robinson, S., Hickson, G., & Strike, R. (2001). More than getting through the gate: the involvement of parents who have a disability in their children’s school
education in NSW. Sydney: Disability Council of NSW

- Sanders, M.G. & Epstein, J.L. (2005). School-Family-Community Partnerships and Educational Change: International Perspectives. In A. Hargreaves (A cura di)
Extending Educational Change. Dordrecht: Springer.

- Stalker, K.O., Brunner, R., Maguire, R. & Mitchell, J. (2011) Tackling the barriers to disabled parents’ involvement in their children’s education. Educational
Review. 63(2): 233-250,

- Wendell, S. (1989). Towards a Feminist Theory on Disability. Feminist Ethics & Medicine, 4(2): 104-124

WHEN EXPECTATIONS FADE: SOCIAL INEQUALITIES IN FAMILY UNIVERSITY EXPECTATIONS
ACROSS COMPULSORY SCHOOLING

Daniel Bianchi (Universidad de La Laguna, Spain) - Francisco Santana-Armas (Universidad de La Laguna, Spain) - Carmen Pérez

(Universidad de La Laguna, Spain)

Family academic expectations Parental education Grade retention

The relationship between family expectations and student performance has long been a central question in the sociology
of education. Reproduction theorists argue that educational institutions reproduce social inequalities by privileging the
cultural codes of dominant classes, while families from lower social backgrounds progressively disengage from a system
not built for them (Bianchi et al., 2025; Cabrera et al., 2019; Pérez et al., 2014). This paper examines how this disengage-
ment unfolds longitudinally, focusing on inequalities in families' university expectations by parental education level and
their relationship with reading performance throughout compulsory schooling. We use longitudinal data from three stand-

ardised assessments —aligned with international large-scale assessment frameworks— conducted by the Canary Islands
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