Universitat

de les Illes Balears

®

El compromiso
social de |a historia
de la educacion

Libro de actas.
XXIIl Coloquio Internacional de
Historia de la Educacion (SEDHE)

5 .;\ \ {
Palma, 5-7 de noviembre de 2025 * x&\ -

i

Gabriel Barceld Bauza
Sara Gonzalez GOmez

-

Q
Sergi Moll Bagur =
(Coords). /







XXIII Coloquio Internacional de Historia de la Educacion (SEDHE) — El compromiso social de la Historia de la Educacion

El compromiso social de la Historia de la Educacion. Libro de actas del XXIII Coloquio
Internacional de Historia de la Educacion (SEDHE), celebrado en Palma 5-7 de
noviembre de 2025.

Coordinado por:
Gabriel Barcelo Bauza
Sara Gonzalez Gomez
Sergi Moll Bagur

Primera publicacion:
2025

ISBN
978-84-09-74989-8

Publicado por:
Institut de Recerca i Innovacié Educativa (IRIE)

Este documento se publica bajo la licencia internacional Creative Commons (4.0.)

[@leisle]



https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

XXIII Coloquio Internacional de Historia de la Educacion (SEDHE) — El compromiso social de la Historia de la Educacion

Indice

;Reflexionar, Reflexionar, Reflexionar! Los Grupos Obreros de Estudios Sociales
(GOES) durante el franquismo. Jos¢ Manuel Alfonso Sanchez, Nicolas Susena Presas
y Maribel Manzano Garcia...........cceeeeveeriieriieniieniieenieeieeiee e et seee st e seaesseesseeenseenenas 11

Entre olvidos, empoderamientos y resistencias. El caso del noveno congreso de la
asociacion internacional de educacion fisica y deporte para la mujer y la joven,
Argentina 1981. Antonio Samuel Almeida Aguilar y Pablo Ariel Scharagrodsky....... 17

Modelli scolastici nell’Oltremare italiano: oltre la retorica degli italiani «bravi
gente». Domenico Francesco Antonio Elia...........ccoccoeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeee, 22

La historia de la educacion en base a los planteamientos de la ensefianza de la
historia en el Instituto Femenino Isabel la Catélica. Natividad Araque Hontangas . 28

Turismo, patrimonio y nacion escolar: imaginarios y discursos en los manuales del
franquismo y la transicion. Mikel Bermejo Malumbres............cccccoeviiiiiiiieniiniennee. 33

Un estudio de caso para la historia social de la educacion: la emigracion italiana a
Nueva York (1900-1930) y el papel de Leonardo Covello. Antonella Cagnolati ...... 38

Los conservatorios superiores como objeto de investigacion: hacia una mayor
visibilidad académica. Elena Calderdn de Luis........cccccoevieiiiiiieiiiiiieceeeeeeeee, 43

La storiografia italiana e le fonti del Museo dell’Educazione di Padova. Carla
(111572 5 LSS PRRUS 48

Els llibres commemoratius d’entitats del mon de la discapacitat a Catalunya i les
Balears. Josep Casanovas Prat y Joan Josep Matas Pastor..........cccccceceevicnnieniceneennne. 55

Generaciones, abordajes y compromisos de la Historia de la Educacion como
disciplina en Espaiia. Pauli Davila Balsera y Luis Maria Naya Garmendia................. 61

Aproximacion al enfoque STEAMS desde una dimension de género en la
manualistica escolar durante la transicion espafola. Patricia Delgado Granados y
Bérbara de las Heras MOnastero ..........cooueeiiiiiiiiieiiiiieceee e 67

Teaching experiences, feminist practices, awareness of subjective and collective
identities: a mutual co-construction within bodies, words and (self)reflections in the
Italian '70s. Elena Girotti y ANNa ASCENZI.......ccceervieruieeiieiieeiieniieeieesieeeieesiieenveenenes 71

.Cual deberia ser el compromiso publico de la Historia de la Educacion en la
actualidad? Algunas notas para una reflexion. Mariano Gonzélez Delgado ............ 76



XXIII Coloquio Internacional de Historia de la Educacion (SEDHE) — El compromiso social de la Historia de la Educacion

El artivismo feminista como herramienta educativa de transformacion social:
revision bibliométrica. Erika Gonzalez Garcia ..........ooeeuuueeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 81

Numismatica e historia de la educacion: nuevas fuentes para la interpretacion,
proyeccion social y divulgacion publica. Sara Gonzalez Gomez y Giordana Merlo .. 87

Lo que no esta escrito. Teresa Gonzalez PErez ..........ccoecvveviieiiiiniieciienieeieeieeeeee, 95

Revistas catolicas para mujeres durante la dictadura de Primo de Rivera y la
Segunda Republica. Isabel Grana Gil, Guadalupe Trigueros Gordillo y Cristina Redondo
L2111 ¢ TS USPRPURS 101

.Los manuales escolares espaiioles se comprometen con la igualdad de género en las
STEAM? Un estudio de la representacion femenina en los libros de texto de
matematicas durante la democracia. Virginia Guichot Reina............c.ccccoevveenenen. 107

El camino hacia el enfoque ecologico de respeto y bienestar animal en los libros de
texto espaifioles (1980-2000). Yovana Hernandez Laina y Kira Mahamud Angulo ... 113

La participacié de la dona en I’associacionisme del Pla de Sant Jordi (1970-1989):
una analisi historica i social. Margalida Francisca Janer Fernandez ......................... 119

Hospital Colonia de Itapua: Outras Possibilidades para a Pesquisa em Historia da
Educacio. Rafaela LImberger .........cccoooviviiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiecieecsecceeese e 126

La HOAC y el Mayo del 68. Manifiestos, llamamientos, discursos y panfletos a
derecha e izquierda (1961-1972). Maribel Manzano Garcia y Jos¢ Manuel Alfonso
SANCREZ ...ttt st 131

Sistema scolastico ed emigrazione nell’attivita culturale e diplomatica di Egisto
RosSi. ANArea Mariuzzo .........c.cocvevieiiiiiniiiiiiiciicieetceiece et 137

Los primeros elementos pedagogicos innovadores latentes en la Ley de Instruccion
Publica de 1857 de Claudio Moyano Samaniego. Jos¢ Mateos Temprano.............. 142

Actos prohibidos: la cultura escolar clandestina entre memoria colectiva e historia
publica. Juri Meda, Avelina Miquel Lara, Lucia Paciaroni y Sara Gonzéalez Gémez. 147

Social and Public Engagement of Historiographical Research on the University and
Higher Education in Italy: New Paradigms and Perspectives. Sofia Montecchiani y
Luigiaurelio POMANte. ..........c.oooiiiiiiiiiiiie ettt et 153

Los «cuadernos escolares» de un represaliado politico del franquismo, 1939-1940.
Pedro Luis Moreno Martinez, Dolores Carrillo Gallego y Josefa Dolera Almaida...... 158



XXIII Coloquio Internacional de Historia de la Educacion (SEDHE) — El compromiso social de la Historia de la Educacion

La percepcion del alumnado de magisterio sobre el papel del investigador y la
contribucion social de la Historia de la Educacion. Alvaro Nieto Ratero, Maria
Hernandez Carazo y Javier Nadal Conde.........cccoccveeiieniiiiiiieniieiieciecieeee e 164

El papel de las maestras en la construccion de la democracia espafiola. Memoria y
vindicacion de las educadoras en los Movimientos de Renovacion Pedagogica (1960-
1990). Sara RamOS ZaMOTa .........uueveeiieieeiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeccirteeeeeeeeeeeitarreeeeeeeeeeaasraeeeeaeens 169

Maria Montessori y Carmen de Burgos: docentes y defensoras de los derechos de la
mujer. Luis Miguel Saez Castro, Ana Maria Martinez Martinez y Carlos Sanchez Muiioz.
...................................................................................................................................... 176

Voces silenciadas de la renovacion pedagogica: La memoria social del magisterio
represaliado de Madrid. Andra Santiesteban..............ccccevevierieriienienieeeeeie e 183

Escola abrigo: memodrias de uma instituicdo no contexto de desastre climatico no
Rio Grande do Sul, Brasil (2024). José Edimar de Souza .............ccccoeevveeevereennennne. 188

Los primeros afios del Colegio de La Sagrada Familia (SAFA) de Sigiienza
(Guadalajara). Una epopeya colectiva. Eulalia Torrubia Balagué ...............c............ 195

Analisis del contenido social y ético en los textos escolares de «Lecciones de cosas»
en Espaiia. Cecilia Valbuena Canet y Ana Maria Badanelli Rubio .............ccccceeee. 202

La formacion inicial del magisterio en tiempos de la Ley General de Educacion: un
analisis historico-educativo y politico-legislativo. Alejandro Velasco Chancay...... 208

El compromis social en la visié educativa de Joan Mascaro i Fornés (1897-1987):
una revisio historiografica. Francesc Vicens Vidal ............cccociiiiiiiiiiiiniiiienn 213

Las Misiones Pedagogicas y la Educacion para la Ciudadania. Un vinculo
indisoluble. Juan Manuel Bellido Céceres y Antonia Lozano Diaz............c.ccceu....... 219

Andar, mirar y leer Rosa Sensat: una propuesta historico-educativa en la formacion
inicial de maestros. Jordi Garcia Farrero.........ccccovieeiiieniiniieiiicieeceee e 223

La recuperacion del pasado historico-educativo reciente en la formacion inicial de
maestros a través del trabajo con testimonios orales: experiencias de proyectos de
innovacion docente en la UIB. Lloreng Gelabert Gual y Xavier Motilla Salas......... 228

En busca de desigualdades sociales en los textos escolares de ayer y de hoy. Maria de
la HOZ BErmejo MartiNeZ .........ceeeviieiiieeiiie ettt evee e e 233

Actividades docentes en Historia de la Educacion comprometidas socialmente con
el colectivo minoritario gitano, como base de la actuacion pedagogica en la



XXIII Coloquio Internacional de Historia de la Educacion (SEDHE) — El compromiso social de la Historia de la Educacion

formacion de los futuros maestros valencianos, durante la segunda mitad del siglo
XX. Maria Jests Llinares Ciscar y Esther Gascon Llinares..........c.ccccceeeviieiiieeennenn. 239

La storia dell’educazione diffusa sul territorio: il ruolo dei musei scolastici di Torino
nel trasformare gli studenti in ricercatori di storia della materialita scolastica. Giulia
Lombardo y Francesca davida PizZzigoni.........ccccueeviieiiiiniieiieniecieecee e 245

Los inicios del ecofeminismo en Espaiia: un analisis desde la educacion y sus autoras.
Antonia Lozano Diaz y Juan Manuel Bellido CAceres...........cccoeevverieiciienieeniienieennn. 254

Public History of Education for Perspective Teachers: an ongoing project of the
University of Florence. Chiara Martinelli ............ccccoeeveviiiiiieniiiiiieiecceee e 259

La construccion de la identidad nacional en las aulas del México postrevolucionario:
analisis historico-educativo del Maximato (1928-1934). Isabel Martinez Chouza y
Bienvenido Martin Fraile .........cccccoiiiiiiiiiiieciic e 262

Entre a tradicdo e a inovacdo na formacio docente: o hibridismo pedagogico nos
séculos XX-XXI. Mayra MUZNAINI.....cc.ceouiiriieiiieiienie et 266

La historia de la educacion como antidoto para repensar y analizar las fake news o
noticias falsas. Andrés Paya Rico y Santiago Mengual Andrés..........cccceevvvvevnnnnnee. 271

La educacion sexual en la formacion del profesorado. Una propuesta desde la
historia de la educacion y su patrimonio. Ainhoa Resa Ocio, Miriam Revuelta Vidal y
Carlos SANZ SIMOMN ....c..oeeiiiiiiiiieie ettt ettt e aeeebeeseeesabeeeneeenne 277

El compromiso social en la formacion del profesorado a través de sus protagonistas.
Un estudio de caso. Miriam Revuelta Vidal. ... 281

La teoria critica de la educacion de Wolfgang Klafki (1927-2016) como instrumento
de lucha contra los discursos de odio. Su recepcion en Espafia y Latinoamérica.
Christian Roith, Ana Maria Martinez Martinez y Carlos Sdnchez Muioz .................. 285

Aprender Historia de la Educacion en los museos. Carmen Sanchidridn Blanco,
Monica Torres Sanchez, Victoria Eugenia Alvarez Jiménez y Maria Dolores Molina
POVEAA. ..o e 291

La huella de las educadoras en la formacion del profesorado. Rescatando referentes
femeninos en la historia de la educacion. Carlos Sanz Simé6n y Teresa Rabazas Romero.
...................................................................................................................................... 298

Os professores, entre a reforma e a inovacdo: Um olhar sobre o periodo pos-Lei de
Bases do Sistema Educativo (Portugal, 1986). Joaquim Antonio Sousa Pintassilgo.
...................................................................................................................................... 302



XXIII Coloquio Internacional de Historia de la Educacion (SEDHE) — El compromiso social de la Historia de la Educacion

El compromiso social de la Historia de la Educacion con la igualdad: patrimonio
educativo, museos pedagogicos y mujeres. Pablo Alvarez Dominguez y Maria Celi
Chaves VaSCONCELOS ......ccueruiriiriiriieieieieestestee ettt 308

Mujeres universitarias y profesionales en el cine de la Espaiia democratica: las
aportaciones de Pilar Miro y de Iciar Bollain. Valeriano Duran Manso.................. 314

El retorn d’un Treball de Fi de Grau a I’escola. Redescobrint Carme Serrallonga i
Calafell (1909-1997) mestra, directora i fundadora de I’Escola Isabel de Villena.
Albert Fernandez Parpal...........c.ooooiiioiiii ot 319

Els fons documentals per a la historia de I’educacio a I’ Arxiu General del Consell de
Mallorca. Maria del Mar Gaita Socias y Carme Llabrés Mesana ..........cccccceveennenen. 324

Archivos de Malaga, historia de la educacion y divulgacion: ;en qué punto nos
encontramos? Pedro José Jiménez Calvo. ..........coceeiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiceeeee e 332

Eduardo Martinez Torner, divulgador del patrimonio musical espaiiol. Pablo Lluch
ALBTIANY ..ttt ettt et e et e bt e st e e bt e et e e bt e eabeesateenbeesnbeetean 338

La divulgacion en historia de la educacion: una experiencia intergeneracional desde
el Centro Museo Pedagogico de la Universidad de Salamanca. Bienvenido Martin
Fraile, Gabriel Parra Nieto y Alicia Murciano HU€S0 .......cc.coceveeviiiiiniininnicnicnceens 343

El método Froebel como propuesta burguesa y su expansion hacia otras clases
sociales: materiales, espacios, y profesion docente. Maria Jos¢ Martinez Ruiz-Funes

Transformando el archivo en memoria publica: Una experiencia de divulgacion
historico-educativa a través de la historia de vida de una maestra. Carlos Menguiano
ROAIIZUEZ. ..ttt sttt 356

El papel de las mujeres intelectuales en la divulgacion de la educacion femenina a
finales del siglo XIX en Espaiia. Cristina Navarro Robles ...........cccccoceviniinincnnn. 362

Autoformacion Colectiva para una Investigacion Accesible. Inés Merayo Fernandez.
...................................................................................................................................... 367

Las exposiciones como estimulo de la conciencia historica en los educadores: el caso
de las Misiones Pedagogicas. Eugenio Otero Urtaza ...........cccceeeveeienieeciienieenieennen. 373

Sobre la promocion de la cultura estadounidense. El papel de las agencias
filantropicas en la educacion de los jovenes inmigrantes de Nueva York (1880-1910).
Carmen PeLIUZZI. ......oouiiiiiiiiiiiiee ettt et 378



XXIII Coloquio Internacional de Historia de la Educacion (SEDHE) — El compromiso social de la Historia de la Educacion

Between Public History of Education and identity dissemination: the role of Italian
American Museums. Carmen Petruzzi y Antonella Cagnolati..........c.cccccvveeeveeennnnnn. 384

«Non ¢ mai troppi tardi»: la trasmissione televisiva con il maestro Alberto Manzi.
Paola DAl TOSO ...cueeiiriiiiieiieicreeeeeee ettt 389

Los museos pedagogicos como espacios de compromiso social. Carla Torres Segui y
Xavier MOtIlla SalaS .......cecciiieiiiecciee et e e eaaeeeaneeen 394

Taller 1. Historia Publica de la Educacion: del analisis a la accion. Coord: Francisca
Tomas Rubi y Xavier Motilla Salas ........cc.cccceriiiiiiiiiiniiiiicccececcsceees 400

La presencia de la historia de la educacion en redes sociales: usos y
posibilidades. Gabriel Barcel6 Bauza, Juri Meda y Bernat Sureda Garcia...... 401

Del anonimato al estrellato: Sobre historiadores de la educacion y educadores

olvidados. Sjaak Braster, Maria del Mar del Pozo Andrés y Francisca Comas Rubi
.......................................................................................................................... 408

Mapa de toponimia conmemorativa de los centros escolares de Mallorca:
historia, memoria y presencia publica de la educacion. Martina Pons Estel y
Francisca Comas RUDI ......c.ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiceeceeeeeeee 414

Teaching school history to future teachers: an exercise in applied history.
Gianfranco Bandini..........coccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 420

Espacios de memoria educativa y democratica: un recurso para la mejora de
la practica docente. Gabriel Barcel6 Bauza y Joan Josep Matas Pastor......... 425

(Des)coneguts habituals: un projecte de divulgacio cientifica i inclusio social.
Sergi Moll Bagur, Margarita Salamanca Salva y Pere Fullana Puigserver ...... 431

100 afios de Natzaret: reconstruyendo la memoria de una institucion
educativa. Pere Fullana Puigserver, Sergi Moll Bagur y Carlos Menguiano
ROAITGUEZ......eeiiiee ettt et 437

Taller 2. La configuracion de la gobernanza educativa global: el caso de Espaiia
(1953-1990). Coord: Tamar Groves y Mariano Gonzalez Delgado.............ccccoeeueeeneee. 443

La gobernanza educativa global y el papel de los historiadores. Tamar Groves
y Mariano Gonzélez Delgado .........ccccooueriiniiiiniiniiiiiicieeeeeeeee e 445

Gobernanza educativa, modernizacion y TICs en Espaiia (1970-1980): la red
CENIDE-ICEs. Cristian Machado Trujillo ..........ccooveriiiiiiniiiiiecieeiiee, 449



XXIII Coloquio Internacional de Historia de la Educacion (SEDHE) — El compromiso social de la Historia de la Educacion

El compromiso social y equitativo de una ley, que no lo fue tanto: La LODE
y su sistema de conciertos. Manuel Ferraz Lorenzo y Aranzazu Herrera
ROAIGUEZ......eeiiieeeeeeee ettt ettt et e e saeennae s 453

Tecnologia y curriculum competencial en el origen de la gobernanza
educativa global. Jaime Bernal ............ccccooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiceeeee e 458

Educacion y ciudadania en Espafia (2005-2013): de la gobernanza global al
electoralismo local, sin pasar por el profesorado. Ignacio Navarrete Sanchez
.......................................................................................................................... 462

Taller 3. La historia publica de la Educacion en Andalucia (1990-2020). Mostrando
recursos y experiencias. Coord. Carmen Sanchidridn Blanco y Juan Luis Rubio Mayoral
...................................................................................................................................... 467

La educacion en Andalucia. Asignaturas pendientes. Carmen Sanchidridn
Blanco y Juan Luis Rubio Mayoral ............ccccceeviiiiiiiniiiiienieceeceeeieee e 467

La segunda ensefianza en Andalucia (1990-2020). Isabel Grana Gil............ 472

La formacion profesional en Andalucia (1990-2020). Monica Torres Sanchez
.......................................................................................................................... 478

La Educacion de las Mujeres en Andalucia. Evolucion e Iniciativas
Coeducativas. Victoria Robles Sanjuan y Natalia Reyes Ruiz de Peralta....... 483

La Historia de la Educacion en Andalucia a través de las tesis doctorales:
divulgacion y trayectorias académicas de sus autores. Victoria Eugenia
Alvarez Jiménez y Maria Dolores Molina Poveda..........cccocevieviiiiniincnnene. 488

Taller 4. Modernizacion e Internacionalizacion de la escolarizacion en los afios
sesenta: Entre las agendas estatales y las agendas de los organismos internacionales.
Coord: Antonio Fco. Canales Serrano..........ccoceeeveeiieniieniiiiienieeeeeee e 494

El Proyecto Regional Mediterraneo de la OCDE y las politicas franquistas
sobre el bachillerato: objetivos, proyectos y realidades. Antonio Fco. Canales
SEITATIO ...ttt ettt ettt 495

El «Progreso de la Patria» depende de la cooperacion internacional: El aporte
de José Blat Gimeno como experto de la UNESCO al fomento de la educacion
en Ecuador. Victor H. Silva Guijarro y Gabriela Ossenbach Sauter .............. 500

A lenta modernizac¢io educativa no final da ditadura em Portugal e o Projeto
Regional do Mediterraneo: génese, opinido publica, medidas e resultados.
LuiS GIOSSO COTTEIA ...ueuieiiiniieiieriieie ettt sttt sttt et 506



XXIII Coloquio Internacional de Historia de la Educacion (SEDHE) — El compromiso social de la Historia de la Educacion

Entre tendencias nacionales e influencias internacionales: revisitando la

expansion de la educacion secundaria en Argentina durante la posguerra
(1945-1965). Felicitas ACOSIA........ccvvvieiiieeeiieeeieeeeiee ettt e 511

As diretrizes da U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) para a
educacio secundaria e os embates entre formacao geral e educagio para o
trabalho (Brasil, 1961-1971). Rosa Fatima de Souza-Chaloba ...................... 516

10



XXIII Coloquio Internacional de Historia de la Educacion (SEDHE) — El compromiso social de la Historia de la Educacion

Social and Public Engagement of Historiographical Research on the
University and Higher Education in Italy: New Paradigms and
Perspectives

Sofia MONTECCHIANI
University of Chieti-Pescara (Italy)
sofia.montecchiani@unich.it

Luigiaurelio POMANTE
University of Macerata (Italy)
luigiaurelio.pomante@unimec.it

ABSTRACT: Research into the history of the university and higher education in Italy has
undergone several phases since the late 20" century. Particularly noteworthy is the shift
from traditional studies focusing on the Medieval and Modern periods to those addressing
the Contemporary era. This evolution has been driven by the intense activity of
specialized research centers and groups, alongside the development of new sources and
methods of analysis. Moreover, in line with one of the university’s most current and
socially engaged roles, the so-called Third Mission, historiographical research has
increasingly sought to define its core function within a broader societal context. This
contribution therefore aims to highlight how, in recent years, universities have been
analyzed not only for their historical development, but primarily in terms of their cultural,
social, political and economic significance, and their relationships with local
communities and frameworks. Recent studies have expanded the field beyond the
traditional history of universities, addressing a range of significant educational topics,
including gender issues, the history of youth associations, changes in teaching
methodologies and teacher training. The latest phase of Italian university historiography,
marked by strong social engagement, is also reflected in efforts to promote the historical,
cultural and educational heritage of universities. Notably, growing attention has recently
been paid to the heritage and activities of university museums. This has resulted in an
increasing demand for workshops and events with an educational and outreach focus,
capable of actively engaging not only the academic community but, more importantly,
the wider public.

KEYWORDS: History of the University; Higher Education; Social And Public
Engagement; Research Perspectives; Italy.

1. Introduction: The History of the University and its roots in Italy

In the Italian context, the first efforts to organize research in the field of the history of the
university and higher education can be traced back to the early 20" century. It was the
University of Bologna that led the way. Beginning in 1907, on the occasion of the 8"
centenary of the Studium, the foundations were laid for the establishment of an Institute
for the History of the University of Bologna. In addition to collecting and preserving
archival and printed sources, the Institute was intended to reconstruct the history of the
Studium by tracing the development of its disciplines and its various academic chairs.'

! For further insights into the history of the University of Bologna and the role of the Institute, see: Albano
Sorbelli, «L’opera dell’Istituto per la storia dell’Universita di Bolognay», Studi e memorie per la storia

153
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From this initial experience —which also led to a series of periodical publications— a
network gradually developed among scholars working on the history of universities in
Italy. Inspired by the Bolognese model, they launched similar initiatives, such as the
Institute for the History of the University of Padua® and the Permanent Committee for the
History of the University of Modena.?

However, a significant breakthrough in the promotion of this type of study came only in
1939. At the time, the then Minister of National Education, Giuseppe Bottai, launched a
national project aimed at enhancing Italian universities through the collection of a series
of institutional monographs. Bottai sought to emphasize Italy’s academic primacy in
terms of tradition, scholarly rigor, and cultural distinction. University rectors received a
circular with precise instructions: using modern historical methods, the project was to
explore not only key historiographical developments but also the distinct social and
cultural roles each university played within its local context.

For this reason, it was important to highlight factors such as the institution’s ability to
engage with its region, to attract eminent scholars and professors, and to support patterns
of academic mobility among students and staff. The project aimed to produce
comprehensive and accessible works, designed to make the «autobiographies» of Italian
universities known at both national and international levels. Each volume was to be
overseen by a dedicated committee composed of representatives from all faculties, in
order to promote an interdisciplinary approach.*

This initiative reflected Minister Bottai’s and the Fascist regime’s broader interest in
universities, seen as key institutions for the development of science and culture and as
pivotal to the political and social renewal of the era. This heightened attention to
university matters culminated in 1940 with the organization, in Bologna, of the First
National Conference on the History of Italian Universities, followed by a proposal for the
First International Congress on the History of Universities, scheduled to take place in
Rome in 1942. Due to the outbreak of war, however, the event never took place.’

2. The Transformation of Italian Historiography on Universities from the Late 20t
to the Early 21% Century

At the end of the Second World War, the Italian school and university system was
basically in a state of profound crisis. The destruction of buildings and teaching

dell’Universita di Bologna 15 (1942): 177-204; Sorbelli, Albano and Simeoni, Luigi (Eds.). Storia della
Universita di Bologna (Bologna: Nicola Zanichelli Editore, 1944-1947); Giorgio Tabarroni,
«Originieattivita del’ISTUB, Istituto per la storia dell’Universita di Bologna», Strenna storica bolognese
37 (1987): 383-406; Andrea Giorgi and Leonardo Mineo, «Archivi per la storia dell’Alma Mater
Studiorum: un centro memoriale per I’Universita di Bologna», Annali di Storia delle universita italiane 1
(2021): 155-161.

2 <https://mostre.cab.unipd.it/settecentenario/it/32/1-eredita-l-istituto-per-la-storia-dell-universita-di-
padova>.

3 Royal University of Modena. Della istituzione di un Comitato permanente per la storvia della Universita
di Modena (Modena: Societa tipografica modenese, 1928).

4 Ministry of National Education, General Directorate of Higher Education. Circular no. 233, 26 January
1939, «Collezione di monografie sulle Universita d’Italia», annex: «Norme per la esecuzione della
Collezione di monografie sulle Universita d’Italiay, Bollettino Ufficiale del Ministero dell’Educazione
Nazionale 66, no. 6 (7 February1939): 295-301; Pomante, Luigiaurelio. Giuseppe Bottai e il rinnovamento
fascista dell’Universita italiana (1936-1942) (Milan: Franco Angeli, 2018).

5 Albano Sorbelli, «Il primo Convegno Nazionale per la Storia delle Universita italiane, Bologna, 5-7 aprile
1940-XVIII», L Archiginnasio. Bollettino della Biblioteca comunale di Bologna 35, no. 1 (1940): 73-86.
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equipments, the loss of cultural and scholarly assets, the stagnation of research, the
collapse of organizational and administrative structures, and — above all — the material
and moral distress experienced by professors and students after the horrors of the regime
and the war were among the major challenges that the system had to confront.

The democratic reconstruction of the national education system — initiated in 1946 by
Minister Guido Gonella — was long and arduous. Periods of significant tension were not
lacking, culminating, at the end of the 1960s, in the well-known student protests of 1968,
which also strongly impacted Italian universities.

Nevertheless, these upheavals, along with the advent of the so-called «mass university»,
helped to inaugurate a renewed and meaningful phase in the study of university history.
Beginning in the 1970s and 1980s, new research centers devoted specifically to the
history of higher education were established in Italy, modeled on those created in the
early 20" century. Notable examples include the centers in Pavia, Rome, Turin, Messina,
Sassari, Pisa, and Ferrara.®

The intense scholarly activity promoted by these centers, along with the emergence of
specialized research groups in the final decades of the century, laid the foundations for a
genuine renewal of the field. From the 1990s onward, a decisive expansion of research
topics took place, driven by the discovery and critical use of previously neglected sources
and the adoption of more rigorous and contemporary methodological approaches.

In this context — and in contrast to the traditional focus on the Medieval and early Modern
periods — scholarly attention gradually shifted toward the Contemporary age, with
particular interest in the evolution of university policies and institutional frameworks.

Another significant indicator of the historiographical transformation was the changing
profile of scholars in the field. Increasingly, researchers came from both the humanities
and the sciences, reflecting the necessarily intersectoral and interdisciplinary nature of
contemporary university studies.

Moreover, the 1990s marked the peak of this process of renewal, with the establishment
of two important institutions: the Inter-University Research Center for the History of
Universities, the Unistoria, promoted by the University of Naples «Federico II», the
University of Siena, and the Italo-German Historical Institute in Trento; and, most
notably, CISUI-Centro Interuniversitario per la Storia delle Universita Italiane. Founded
in 1996 through a joint initiative of scholars from the universities of Bologna, Padua,
Messina, Sassari, and Turin, CISUI quickly became a national and European reference
point for research on the history of universities.’

In Italy, it served — and continues to serve — as a hub for scholars who have revitalized
the field, including, among others, Gian Paolo Brizzi, Ilaria Porciani, Andrea Romano,
Piero Del Negro, Ester De Fort, Giuseppina Fois, Angelo Massafra, Elisa Signori, and
Mauro Moretti. Today, CISUI coordinates the work of researchers from 27 Italian
universities and organizes academic conferences, seminars, and a variety of scholarly and
pedagogical initiatives. Based in Bologna, the Center also sponsors two publication series
and the prominent international journal Annali di Storia delle Universita italiane [Annals

¢ Luigiaurelio Pomante, L Universita italiana nel Novecento (Milan: Franco Angeli, 2020); Luigiaurelio
Pomante, L Universita della Repubblica (1946-1980). Quarant’anni di Storia dell’istruzione superiore in
Italia (Bologna: il Mulino, 2022).

7 Sofia Montecchiani, «Studies on the History of the University and Higher Education in Italy: between
Historiographical Review and New Research Perspectivesy, History of Education & Children’s Literature
XIX, no. 2 (2024): 467-486.
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of the History of Italian Universities]. It functions as a central platform for discussion on
heuristic, methodological, cultural, social, and political issues related to university
history.’

Finally, with the advent of the 21 century, a new phase of innovation in historical
research on higher education has taken shape, characterized by increasingly international
collaborations. In this regard, special mention must be made of the Heloise Project —
European Workshop on Historical Academic Databases, launched in 2012 —° Today, the
project involves approximately 60 European universities and around 120 scholars. Within
this framework, some of the most innovative research of recent years has emerged, such
as studies on university obituaries, academic memory, and the social and demographic
characteristics of academic populations, all of which reflect broader advances in the field
of historical-educational research.!”

3. Historiography of the Italian University: Between Engagement and Commitment

The transformations undergone by the university system over the past two centuries,
along with historiographical and educational analyses of the paradigms that have shaped
Italian universities to date, provide a solid foundation for reflection on the current role of
the university, scientifically, as well as culturally, politically, economically, and socially.

It is no coincidence that the research lines promoted since the late 1990s in the field of
university history have addressed topics that are markedly innovative compared to earlier
studies. These include investigations into the role of universities in nation-building
processes, the protection and enhancement of university cultural heritage and historical
archives, the study of so-called «minor» universities, the analysis of student associations,
gender issues and the slow path toward the integration of women into academic life, as
well as the evolution of university autonomy and teaching freedom. More recently,
scholars have focused on the development of educational and technological innovation in
universities, which intersects with broader issues such as the dematerialization of sources,
the rise of e-learning and online universities, and new academic publishing policies,
particularly the spread of open access.

Another expanding field of investigation concerns issues related to academic memory
and, more specifically, public history, together with the expansion of the so-called Third
Mission of the university. This includes the analysis of knowledge transfer processes,
public engagement, the promotion of active citizenship, and awareness-raising on key
issues such as inclusion, sustainability, lifelong learning, and the cultural valorization of
university heritage.!!

8 https://centri.unibo.it/cisui/it.

® https://heloise.hypotheses.org/.

19 For example, see: Gian Paolo Brizzi and Andrea Romano (Eds.). Studenti e dottori nelle universita
italiane (origini-XX secolo). Atti del Convegno di studi, Bologna 25-27 novembre 1999 (Bologna: Clueb,
2000); Luigiaurelio Pomante, «I necrologi dei professori universitari. Una fonte preziosa per lo studio della
storia dell’universita e dell’istruzione superiore», in Fonti per la storia delle popolazioni accademiche in
Europa. Atelier Héloise, eds. Gian Paolo Brizzi, Carla Frova and Ferdinando Treggiari (Bologna: il Mulino,
2022); and the parts devoted to university memory in: https://www.memoriascolastica.it/

' Notable publications include: Simonetta Polenghi. La politica universitaria italiana nell eta della Destra
storica 1848-1876 (Brescia: La Scuola, 1993); Ilaria Porciani (Ed.). L 'Universita tra Otto e Novecento: i
modelli europei e il caso italiano (Naples: Jovine Editore, 1994); Floriana Colao. La liberta
d’insegnamento e I’ autonomia nell 'universita liberale. Norme e progetti per l’istruzione superiore in Italia
(Milan: Giuffre, 1995); Fien Danniau, Ruben Mantels and Christophe Verbruggen, «Towards a Renewed
University History: UGentMemorie and the Merits of Public History, Academic Heritage and Digital
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With regard to the latter, several significant initiatives have been promoted by scholars in
the field of university history. Among them are the founding of the Museum for the
History of the University of Pavia and the European Museum of Students (MEUS) in
Bologna,'? as well as the organization of exhibitions and academic seminars, often open
to local communities, aimed at highlighting the educational, artistic, and cultural value of
university institutions and their deep connections to the territories in which they are
rooted.

4. Conclusions

Since the Bologna Process of 1999, efforts have been made to establish a common
European Higher Education Area. However, each national system has largely retained its
distinctive features, shaped by specific historical, cultural, and socio-economic factors.
Universities have always been closely linked to their respective local and national
contexts. However, in recent years there has been an increasing call for them to play a
more active role in the social and economic development of the territories in which they
carry out their activities.

As places for debate, scientific research and intellectual engagement, universities are now
called upon to align their curricula more closely with professional and economic needs
through meaningful dialogue with stakeholders. They are also being urged to embrace a
more public-facing mission, beyond the scientific sphere, in order to respond to pressing
social and cultural challenges.

This situation has prompted the academic system to undertake a critical reassessment of
its institutional mission, with a view to enhancing its impact and expanding the areas of
intervention within which it operates.!?

The dimensions of public engagement and new forms of collaboration between
universities, communities, and local actors are central to meeting today’s challenges —
and those of the future — and to restoring the university’s central role in the processes of
national and international development. This democratic reorientation must involve all
actors within the academic ecosystem, as well as local communities.

History in Commemorating the University», Studium 5, no. 3 (2012): 179-192; Romano, Andrea. Dalla
lectura all’e-learning (Bologna: Clueb, 2015).

12 Luigiaurelio Pomante. L Universita italiana nel Novecento (Milan: Franco Angeli, 2020), 181-196.

13 Associazione TreeLLLe. Dopo la riforma: universita italiana, universita europea? Proposte per il
miglioramento del sistema terziario (Genova: TreeLLLe, 2017); Magni, Francesco. L 'Universita e il
rilancio della formazione terziaria (Rome: Studium, 2023).
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